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JOURNAL

OF THE
CONSTITUTION AL CONVENTION.
) S

ArExanpria, Va., Feb. 13th, 1864.

The members of the ‘Convention clected to alter and amend the
Constitution of the State of Virginia, assembled in the United States
District Court Room, and were ealled to order by W, W. Wixg, at
12 o’clock, M.

On motion of W. W. Wixag, Dr. T. W. Wesz, of Norfolk, was
elected temporary Chalrman, and W. J. Cowing, of Alexandria,
temporary Secretary.

Mr. Wine moved that a Commitfee on Credentisls, consisting of
five members be appointed. The motion being put it was adopted,
and the President appointed the following named mombers : Messrs,
G. R. Bonsh, B, B, Gover, John W. Stone, John Hawxhurst and
Dr. A. Watson.

Mr. Wing then moved the appointment of a Committe, consist-
ing of three members, to report permanent officers for the Conven-
tion. .

The motion was adopted, and the President appointed the follow-
ing mamed members : Messrs. W. W. Wing, 8. I'. Beach and LeRoy
G. Edwards,

On motion of Mr. Wing, the Convention then adjourned until 12
o’clock, 2., on Tuesday next,

PSS, SU— .
ALEXANDRIA, Tuesday, Ieb. 16th, 1864.

Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.

Br. Boust, from the Commiitee on Credentials, made the follow-
ing report:

* Your committee have examined and found correct the commis-
sions of the following named gentlemen :

Joun W. Stovg, of Princess Anne County.

Grorce R. Bousn, and Puinte G. TroMas, of Norfulk County.

Warzey W. Wing, of Norfolk Senatorial District.

Joux J. Hexsuaw, James M. Downey and E. R. Gover, of Lou-
doun Couuty. .

LeRoY G. Epwarps, of the Senatorial District of the Counties of
Princess Anne and Norfolk and City of Portsmouth.

Wirniay H. Dix, of Accomac County.
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Arntiurr Warsox, of ‘Accomace and Northampton Countics.

Tiwis W. Wb, of Nerfolk City.

Roeerr B, Woob, of Hlizabeth City.

T. 8. Teyws, of Elizabeth City, York, Warwick, Charles City
and New Kent Counties, James City and the City of Williamsburg.

Wnuian P Moore, of Northampton County.

Jony Hawxnurst, of Fairfax County.

&, Ferevson Beact, of Alexandria and Fairfax Counties.

Warrer L. Pexx, of Alexandria County.

G. . BOUSH, Chairman.”

The report of the committec was accepled.

Mr. Wixa, from the committee on permanent orgahnization and
Rules for the government of the Convention, made the following
report

¢ The committee on organization and Rules respectfully report
that they recommend as officers of. the Convention the following :

A President.

A Sccretary.

A Reading Clerk.

A Bergeant-at-Arms,

A Doorkeeper,

T'o be elected by ballot,

The Rules of the House of Delegates, so far as shey are applicable,
are reccommended as the Rules of the Cenvention, subject to such
modifications as the Convention may from time to time find
NCCeEBary. )

W, W. WING, Obairman.”’

Mr. Hawxmurst moved to amend by striking out ¢ Reading
Clerk’”” and substituting therefor ¢ Stenographic Reporter.””

Mr. Wina thought the expense would be too great with the limited
means in the Treasuary.

Mr. Downey favored the amendment, but as it was not seconded,

Mr. Bous moved to amend by adding to the Report of the Com-
mitiee ¢“ And also a Stenographic Reporter.”  The amendment was
adopted, The report of the Committee was then concurred in as
amended.

Mr. Wine offered the following resolution :

Rea_'olzmd, That the pay of the President be the same as a member.

Mr. Downey offered an amendment fixing thiesalary of the Presi-
dent at eight dollars per diem, which was lost, The resolution was
then adopted.

Mr. Tuosas offered the following resolution, which was adopted:

Resoleed, That the pay of the Clerks and Reporter of this Convention shall be sis dellars
per diem cach.
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Ou motion the clection of permanent officers was then gone into.

Mr. Wrira nomnmiod LeRoy <. dwards, of Nor {01k, for Presi-
dent, and Mr. Gover nominated Dr. A. Watson, of Aceomwac county.

The first ballot resulted as follows :—LeRoy ¢ Bdwards 10 ; Dr.
A. Watson 5 ; W. W. Wing 1.

Mr. Toowirps was declared duly clected and was conducted to the
chair by Dr. Webb., He accwtcd the honor confered upon him by
a f{,w appropriate remarks.

r. Wing nominated W. J. Cowing of Alexandria, for beeretary.
Thc;e being no other nominations e was declaved unanimously
clected.

Mr. Wiva nominated Wm. F. Mercier, of Toudoun County, for
TReading Clerk.  There being no ovher nominations he was dectared
un(m]mousiy eleeted.

Mr. Weps nominated Mr. G. P, Kneller, of Norfolk County, for
Hergeant-at-Arms.

Mr. Bzaci nominated Mr. Brooks of Tairfax County.

The first ballot resulted as follows :“—Mr. Kneller 155 DMr.
Brooks 2. Mr. Kncller having received a majority of the votes cast
was declared duly elected.,

The following named gentlemen were pub in nomination for
]‘9001L00pe1 Ldward bulhv“n, (>f Aiommdxm Wi, Iough, of
Toudoun County ; John Hanna, of Fairfax Loumy Joseph boiuox)
of Alexandria County.

On the third ballot Mr. Colton received ning votw, Mr. ’1‘*{04@;?1
five and Br. Hanna two. Mr. Colton having received a majority ot
the votes-cast was declared duly clected.

Ir. Hawxmerst offered the following resolution, which wwas
adopted :

Resolved, That the President be authorized to employ & reporter.

Dr. Wass offered the following resolution, which was also adopted :

Resolved, That the Sergennt-at-Arms is hereby instructed to procure additional desks or
tables for the use of the Conventiony

Mr, Wine offered the following resolution, which was also
adopted:

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be dirceted to pmc‘m;o a stove for the more com-
fortable warming of the 10‘0‘11, and also to procure stationery for the use of the Convention.

Mr. Wing also offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to confer with the President of the Uaited
States on the quesiion of emancipation.

Mr. Warson moved to amen& by adding ¢ and compensation”
after the word ¢ emancipation.”

Messvs, J\)OUSH and Hawxnurse objected to the resolution, and
thought it unwise and untimely.
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Dr. Warson also thought the resolution premature.

Mr. Hawsnurse moved to lay on the table, which motion was not
sustained,

The ayes and nays being celied for on the passage of the resol:
-tion, the vote stood as foilov/s:

Ayes—DNessrs. LeRoy G, Edwards, (President), Moore, Penn, Thomgs, Stone, Tennls,
Webb, Wing.—--8.

Ny J:«Messrs Beach, Boush, Downey, Lix, Qover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Wotson--9,
So the rescluiion wasg lost.
Dr. Warsonw offered the following resolutions which were adopted

_ Resolved, That the President of this Convention be instructed to appoeint the following
Committees : i

A Commitice on the Judiciary, consisting of five members,

A Commitiee on the Eleciive Franchise, consisting of five members,

A Committee on Representation, consisiing of five members,

A Committee on Bmancipation, consisting.of five members,

On motion the Convention adjowrned until 12 o’clock, to-morrow.

B
Wf‘.}n SDAY, E"B‘b. 17/1'\:11, i@vg@.

Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.

The preceedings of the previous meeting wers rea ad and spproved.

Mr. Dowwey offered the following resclution which was adopied:

Resolved, That the President be Instructed to appoint the following additions! Committecs :
IS bom\mme on Inil of Wights, consisting of five members.

A Com ea ou Bxecutive Depfmmmt consisting of five imambers
AC ee on Legisiative vepartment; consisting of five membe
A Qemmmae on Edumtkm, consisting of five menhors.

Mr. Downzsy ‘offered the following resolutions, which were alse
adopted :

fesolved, That the Clerk be authorized to purchase a Journal in which te record the pro-
ceedings of this Convention,

Resouvv(’ JSuwiker, That he be authorized to liave twenty-five copies of the Journal printed
daily for the use of the Convention.

Mr, Wine offered the following resolution, which was adopted :

Peeofwd That the session of fhe Convention be opg! aed with prayer, and that the Presi-
dent be authouzcd to confer With the clergymen of this city for thai purpose.

Mr. Dowxzy offered the following resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That ihe Scwecm» at-Avits be instructed to subseribe for one hundred and
twentg-five copies of the Vieginia State Journol (Daily) for tlre use of mesobers of this Con-
vention, and that the same be enclosed in wrappers ready for mailing.

Mr. Bovsu offered the iollowmw resolution ¢

!w@olvea? That o Committee of five he appointed by the President toudotermine w' 10 are
citizens of the Restored Government of Virginia, and how citizenship may be relinquished.

Mr. Warsow offered the following amendment :

¢ That the Committee on the Elective Franchise be, and are hereby instructed to report on
the ubove subject.”’

The amendment was accepted and the resolution was then adopted
as amended.
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Dr. W olidred the following vesolution, which was adopted :

Rpsoleed, That the Sergeant-ut-Arms be authorized to have filty copics of the Rules
adopted by this Convention printed for the use of its members.

Mrﬁa Hawxnurst offered the following resolution, which was re-
Jected”:

Iiesolvpd, That a Commit‘ec %€ five he appointed to take into consideration the propriety
of ordering aun clection in Prince William County for a Delegate to this Convention.

Mr. Wine offered the following resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That we proceed to the election of a J:initov, whose duties shall be to make figs
and keep the 1lall in order, and whose compensation shall be two doliars per diem.

Wm. Hough, of Loudoun County, and John Hanna, of airfax

County, were then put in nomination for Janitor.

The first ballot resuited os follows :---Hough 12; Ilanna 4.

Mr. Hovan having received the highest number of votes cast was
declared elected.

Mr. Troyas offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That no person shall have access te this Convention as a newspaper reporter who

disloyal, or who refuses to take the oath to the restored and vindicated Government of
Virginia. .

Theé resolution was debated at some length by Messrs. Penn,
Boush, Downey, Thomas, Hawshurst, Wing and Webb.  Onmotion
to have the ayes and nays taken on the adoption or rejection of the
resolution, the vote stood as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. LeRoy G. Bdwards, (President), Downey, Gover, Henshaw, Stone, Thomas,
Tennis, Wood, Webb, Wing.—10. :

Ways—>Messrs. Beach, Boush, Dix, Hawxharst, Moore, Penn, Watson.—7.

o the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Downgy offered the following resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be authorized to purchase a suitable desk aad table
fer the proper security of the papers and docaments of this Convention.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o’cleck to-morrow.

PRSI W——

TrurspAy, Feb. 18th, 1884,
Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.
Prayer by Rev. W. F. Spzaxs, of the M. B, Church.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Braocn moved a reconsideration of the vote on the resolutions
of the gentleman from Loudoun (Mr. Dowxgy), providing for the
appointment of additional standing committces, and adopted yester-
day. The motion being sustained

Mr. Bracu offered the following resolutions as a substitute there-
for, which were adopted :

Eesolved, That the Committee to be appointed on the Elective Franchise, be also charged
with the consideration of all such resolutions or propositions as may appertain to the Bill of
Rights, the Division of Powersand the Qualification of Voters, and that said committee be
denominated the ¢ Committee on the Bill of Rights and the Qualification of Voters.”



g

2. That the Committee to be appohited on Representation he charged with the cohsidera-
tion of all such resolutions or propositions ng may appertain to the Legislative Department
texeepling, however, resolutions or propositions touching the subject of Minancipation), and
that said Committee be denominated the ¢ Commitiee on the Legislatve Department,”

3. That the Commitiee to be appointed on the Judiciary be charged also with the cou-
sideration of all such resolutions o propositions as miy appertain to the Exceufive Depart-
mept, and that said Committee be denominated the “Commitice on Fxecutive and Judiciary.”’

4. That the Committee to be appeinted on Emancipation be chiarged with the considera-
tion of all such resolutions or propositions as may relate to the subject of Education, and
that said Committee be denominated the ¢ Committes on Bmancipation and Education,”

Mr. Beacu offered the following resolutions, which were adopted
and referred {o the Committee on the Liegislative Department:

Resolved, That the Committec on the Legislative Department be directed to congsider the
expediéncy of providing, in tho Constitution, againsi the payment or rccognition of any
debt or obligation created or entered into, in the name of ‘the State, by the pretended State
authorities,at Richmond, since the date of the passage of the ordinance of secession, in
April, 1881, : )

2. That said Committee be directed to consider the expediency of providing, in the Con-
stitution, against the payment or recognition of any debt or obligation created or entered
into by any County or by any municipal or other corporation of the State, to aid or pro~
wote the existing rebellion against the United States,

Mr. Bracu offered the following resolution which was also adopted:

Resolved, That thé Committee on the Bill of Rights and Qualification of voters be divected
to inquire into the expediency of so previding in the Censtitution that all clections shall
hereatter be by ballos,

On motion the Convention adjourned nntil 12 o’clock to-morrow.

e § RS .
5 Fripay, Feb., 19th, 1864.

Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

The President announced the appointment of the following stand-
ing Committees :

Commitiee on the Bill of Righis and Qualification of Voters :—
Messrs. Dr. Arthur Watson, Walter L. Penn, William P. Moore,
Philip G. Thomas and L. W. Webb. v

Commiitee on the Legislative Department :—Diessrs, James M.
Downey, W, H. Dix, T. 8. Tennis, John Hawxhurst and John W
Stone.

Committee on Ewecutive Department and Judiciary :—Messrs, 8.
TFerguson Beach, Dr. J. J. Henshaw, E. R. Gover, G. R. Boush and
W. W. Wing.

Committee on Emancipation - and Education :—Messrs. W. W,
Wing, 8. Ferguson Beach, Dr. Arthur Watson, Philip G. Thomas
and Robert B. Wood.

Mr. DownEy offered the following resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed fo rcport on the number of miles of
travel of each member of this Convention,

The President appointed Messrs. Downey, Wood and Moore' as
said committee.

On motion of Mr. Wixg, Dr. Webb was added to the said com-
mittee.
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Mr. Dowsgy, from the committee on  Mileage, after a short
absence, made the following report, which was adopted :
“ Your Committee flud the members of this Convention entitled
to mileage for the distances set forth opposite their names :
o 4 Mx‘c%

LeRoy G Ndwards, e,
G. R, Boush,.vocimeninn .
Philip G. Thomusg,.....
James M. Downey, ...
Dr. J. J. Henshaw, ...
E. R. Gover, «.ovoan
Dr. A, Watson,.
W, H. Dix,.....
W. P. Moore,,
T. 8. Teanis, ...
Robert B. Wou
‘W, W. Wing..
L. W. Webb,.
J. Haw \huxst
B, Fergusoa Bcum
Walter L Penn,... . sersaon
John M. Stone,....... Cererieretaeernes cearbrasenrinsane N erereesaciereroreiociras . ...212 o

JAMLS M DUV\TL\EY, Chairman.’
Mr., Hawxourst stated that though he might be entitled to
mileage, he should not claim it, as he was in the city on official
bmme ss nob connected with the Convention.

Mr. Bovsn offered the. following resolution :

Resolved, That a committec be appomted whose @uty it ghall be to ascertain and report
to this (,omoxmon7 whether the detestable practicé of whippiag human beings at the whip-
piog pest is siill in force in any portion of the restored Government of Vug‘.m

‘“fter some debate the resolution was laid on the table.
Mr. Bracu offeved the following resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That the Ser reani-nt-Arms be directed to have printed, for the use of the mem-
bers of the Convention, one hundred interleaved copies of the present Constitution and Bill
of Rightd of Virginia

On motion the Convention adjourned until Tuesday next, the 23rd
inst., at 12 o’clock, M.
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Touspay, Feb. 23rd, 1864.
Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.
The proceedings of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Dr. Wamsow, from the Committee on the Bill of Rights and
Qualification of voi,ers, reported that said Committee had hem I nnder
conmdemumn the Bill of Rights and begged leave to report the Bill
of Rights of Vu‘omm 28 pas ssed June lth 1776, as aménded by the
Convention of 1850 and 1851, without altcration. The report wos
1aid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Downzy, from the Committee on the Tegislative Department,
offered the followm'f resolutions, which were “debated and referred
back to the (Jonmnttce'
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Resolved, That the Legislative power of this Commonwealth shall be vested in o Geneinl
Assembly, which shall consist in a Senate and House of Representatives. The style of al}
process shall be ¢ The Commonwealth of Virginia.’?

2. The House of Representatives shall not consist of less than ninety nor more than one
hundred members. The Senate shall not be greater than one-third the number of Repre-
sentatives.

3. That the same be referred to the Committee on the Legislative: Department,

Dr. Weps introduced an ordinance relative to the qualification of
voters, which was referred to the Committec on the Bill of Rights
and Elective ¥ranchise; and ordered to be printed for the use of the
Convention. :

Mr. Wing offered the following resolutions, which were adopted :

Resolved, That the Committee on Emancipation and Tducation be issiructed to inguire
into the expedicncy-of reporting the following as substitutes for the nineteenth, twentieth
and twenty-first Sectious of Article IV of the present Constitution of Virginia:

19th.—Slavery and involuntary servitude, (except for crime), is hereby abolished and
prohibited in the State forever.

20th.—Courts of competent jurisdiction may apprentice minors of African décenton like
conditions provided by law, for apprenticing white children.

21st.—The General Assembiy shall make no law contravening the nineteenth Section of
this Constitutiou.

Mr. Penn offered an Ordinance fixing the number and compensa-~
tion of officers of the Convention. Laid on the table.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o’clock to-morrow.

e O St

_ ‘Wipnzspay, Feb. 24th, 1864,
Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved,
Mr. Bousu submitted the following resolution :

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Legislature to provide for and sustain a system
of public schools adequate to the wants of the citizens, and that no child shall be prohibited
therefrom on account of race or color.

On motion of Mr Watsow the resoclution wag referred to the Com-
mittee on- Education.

Mr. Warsox submitted the following amendment to the first Sec-
tion of the Third Article of the Constitution:

Bvery white male citizen of the Cemmonwealth of the age of
twenty-one years, who has been a resident of the Siate for one year
and of the county, city or town, where he offers to vote for six
mopths next proceding an election, shall be qualified to vote for
member of the General Assembly and all officers elective by the peo-
ple ; but no person shall vote hereafter at any election who has held
a military commission under the so-called Confederate Grovernment.
above the grade of Lieutenant Colonel, or who has held civil office
under the so-called Confederate Government, or under the State Gov-
eraments in rebellion against the Government of the United States,
with the following exceptions, viz: Justices of the Peace, Constables,
Survevors of the Public Reads, Overseers of the Pocr, Notaries
Pubiie, and Commissioners in Chancery.
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All persons who have held military commissions under the so-
called Confederate States of America below the grade of Colonel,
shall not be qualificd to vote for the space of five years after the
date of the formation of this Constitution.

Nor shall any person be qualified to vote until after the expira-
tion of the time aforesaid whe has ab any time favored the secession
of Virginia from the United States, by advecating secession or voting
for secession candidates for seats in the convention which assembled
at Richmond on the thirteenth day of Hebruary, eighteen hundred
and sixty-one, except such as may have afterwards voted against the
ratification of the ordinance of secession.

No person in the military, naval or marine service of the United
States shall be deemed a resident of this State by reason of being
stationed thercin., And no person shall have the right to vote who
is of unsound mind, or a pauper, or commissioned officer, soldier,
seaman, or wmarine in the service of the United States, or who has
been convicted of bribery in an election, or of any infamous offence.

Resolved, Thatthe annexed proposition be referred te the Committee on the Bill of Rights
and Qualification of Voters,

A. WATSON.
Adopted and referved to the Committee in conformity with the
resolution annexed.
Mr, Bracs submitted the following resolution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That the Committee on the, Executive and Judiciary, be instructed to inguire
into the expadicncy of so providing in the Constitution that Judges shall hereafter be chosen
by the General Assembly, on the nomination of the Executive.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o’clock to-morrow.

JUSSSSY ——

Tuurspay, Feb. 25th, 1864,
Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were rzad and approved.
Mr. Weps submitied an Ordinance entitled ¢ An Ordinance to
provide for the rclief of persons holding State or other securities
within the Rebel lines from which no interest has been received.”’

Mr. Wino moved that the Ordinance be laid on the table and
printed.

The subject was debated by Messrs. Wing and Webb in the
affirmative, and Messrs, Beach, Downey and Hawshurst in the
negative.

Mr. Buscn asked for a division of the question, as he wished to
vote to luy on the table and against the proposition to print. The
request being granted the question was then put on the first clause
to lay on the table—and adopted.
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The question then being called on the sccond clause--to priut-
it was adopted, ayes 8; nays 7.

On motion the Convention adjourned until Tuesday, BMarch Ist,
1864.

—— i (J e e
Tupspay, March Tst, 1884,

Convention met-at 12 o’clock, M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved,

Mr. Wamson, Chairman of the Committee on the Bill of Rights
and Qualification of Voters, sabmitted the following report, which
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed :

The Committee on the Bill of Rights and Qualification of Voters
have had under consideration the subject of the Flective Franchise,
and beg leave to report to the Convention the following as an
amendment to the First Section of the Third Article of the Consti-
tution of Virginia:

Every white male citizen of the Commonwealth of the age of
twenty-one years, who has been a resident of the Btate for one year,
and of the county, city or town, where he offers to vote for six
months next preceding an election, and who has paid his previous
yearts tax, shall be qualified to vote for members of the General
Assembly and all officers elective by the people ; but no person shail
hold office or vote hereafter at any election who voted for or signed
the ordidance of sccession of Virginia, in the Convention which as-
sembled at Richmond on the thirteenth day of February, eighteen
hundred and sixty-one, or has held a military commission under the
so-called Confederate government above the grade of Lieutenant
Colonel, or who has held civil office under the so-callied Confederate
government, or under the Btate governments in rebellion against
the Government of the United States, with the following exceptions,
viz: Justices of the Peace, Constables, Surveyors of the Public
Roads, Overseers of the Poor, Notaries Public,and Commissioners
in Chancery.

All persons who have held military commissions under the so-
called Confederate States of America below the grade of Colonel,
shall not be qualified to hold office or vote for the space of five years
after the termination of this rebellion.

Nor shall any person be qualified to hold office or vote until afier
the expiration of the time aforesaid, who has at any time favored
the secession of Virginia from the United States, by advocating
session, or voting for secession candidates for seats in the Conven-
tion which assembled at Bichmond on the thirteenth day of Feb-
ruary, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, except such as may have
wfterwards voted against the ratification of the ordinance of secession.

~ No person in the military, naval 6r marine service of the United
States, shall be deemed a resident of this State Ly reason of belng
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stationed therein. And no person shall have the vight to vale who
iy of unseund mind, or a pauper, or commissioned ofticer, soldier,
seaman, or marine in the service of the United Etates, or who has
been convicted of bribery in any clection, or of any infumous
offence. A, WATBON, Chairman,

Mr. Braci asked leave of absence for to-morrow, which, on motion
of Mr. Tioyas, was granted.
On motion the Convention adjourned until to-morrow.
-_——-—.O_..__._..
Weoxespay, March 2ud, 1864,

4 b )
Convention met at 12 o' clock, T,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

pwd L

~ Mr. Moorz, from the Committee on the Bill of Rights and Quali-
fication of Voters, submitted the foilowing minority report, as an
amendment to the First Section of the Third Article of the Con-
stitution of Virginia:

Tivery white male citizen of this Commonwealth of the age of
twenty-one years, who has been a resident of the Btate for one year,
and of the county, city, or town where he offers-to vote, for six
months next preceding an election, and who has paid all taxes as-
sessed to him, under the laws of this Commonwealth, shall be quali-
fied to vote for members of the Genocral Assembly, and all officers
clective by the people, Provided, he shall take the oath to support
the Coustitution of the United States and the restored government
of Virginia. But all persens holding commissions in any armed
forces opposing the Crovernment of the Uuited States, either civil or
military, all members of the Legislature, and all persons holding
office under the usurped governmeant at Richimond, shall be disiran-
chised unless they shall refurn to thelr allegiance withia tweive
months from the 13th day of February, 1864, and take the oath to
support the Constitution of the United States and the restored gove-
ernment of Virginia; but no person in the military, naval or marine
service of the United States shall be deemed a residenst of bhis Hiute,
by reason of being stationed therein, and no person shall have the
right 4o vote who is of unsound mind, or a pauper, or a non-com-
wmissioned officer, soldier, seaman or marine in the service of the
‘United States, or who has been convicted of bribery in an election,
or of any infamous offence.

Mr. Wing submitted the following resolution :

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to confer with the President of the United
States on the subject of Emancipation and Compensation.

A division being called on the resolution it was adoptied by the
following vote :—Ayes 9 ; nays 4.
L On motion of Mr. Pexw, the President was then instructed to ap-
point said committee.
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Mr. Wrne submitted tho following preamble and resolution :
81

Wunreas, The President of the United States has recehtly issued & procludwiion of
Amnesty to citizens of the United States engaged in the rebellion, offering pardon to all he-
low the grade of ¢ olonel in the armies of the so-called Confederate States upon thelr vetuvn-
ing to their allegiance; and, .

Wireeas, We believe a merciless conscription is now going on by order of the go-ralled

Confederate Congress which indicates the utter inahility of the people o voping eald con-

seription, or enabis ¢ o svail themselves of the proffered perdon and amunesty ; and,

Wakrees, We bel that an offer of afmnesty and pardon to an humbie suber
while his superior, who is ed of absolote and despotic power over him, is excloded,
~ill be of nrn-effect wind ne in preducing o retnin to thely allegiance gf the privates
and gubaltern officers of the r armies.  Therefore,

Hesolyed, Thata Corymittes of five be appointed fo donfer withthe President of
Btates with a view to urgs the propriety of extending amuesty to all genera! off
rebel armies, upon the same ferms offtred to soldiers and oficers of a lower grade,

Mr: Woop moved to lay on the table, after which the subject wan
debated 2t some length by Mesars, Downey, Penn, Hawxhurst, and

0

¢ &

Wataon in the negative, and Mr., Wing in the aflirmative.

Mre. Wape desived that the gentleman from Rlizabeth City (M.
Woov) should withdraw his motion to lay on the table, in order that
the subject might be definitely settled at once.

The motion was withdrawn, and the question was then pub
the adoption of the preamble and resolution, and they were low

On motion the Convention then adjourned until to-morrow

B S e
Trurspay, March 3rd, 1884,
Convention met ab 12 o’clock, M.
The minutes of the previous mesting vrere read and approved.
Me. Puviv called up the ordinance fixing the number and compon-
sation of officers of the Cenvention, and moved to amend by siriking
out all that porticn of the second section after the words “‘shall be,™
and insert the words ‘¢ eight dollays,””

After some debate, on wotion of Mr. Hawxnursr the ordinasnce
was laid on the table, whereupon
Mr. Wing offered the following resolution ag o substitute:

Resolved, Thot the Secretary of the Convention is hereby authorized to employ an ag-
sistant at a salavy of 1ot morve than four dollars per day.

After some debate the resolution was adopted.
Mr. Waps offered the following resolution, which was also
adopted

Resolved, Thatthe pay of the Sergennt-at-Arms and the Door-keeper of this Convention
shall be the same as aliowed by the House of Delegates. :

On motion the Convention then adjourned until to-morrow,

e s () e e

Fripay, March 4th, 1864.
Convention wet at 12 o’clock, M.

The President being detained at his rooms from indisposition,
the Convention was called to order by the Secretary, who notified
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the rmembers that it would be necessary to elect a Prosident pro
sempore, whereupon,

On motion of Mr. Pexy, Mr, Wees was called to the chair,

The minutes of the previous meeting were then read and ap-
proved. '

Mr. Beacs, Chairman of the Committee on the Mixecutive Depart-
ment and Judiciary, submitted the report of the Commitiee of which
he is Chairman, which was laid on the table and ordered to be
printed.

The President then announced the following special Committee
of five to confer with the President of the United Btates on the sub-
ject of Emancipation and Compensation, in conformity with a reso-
lution previously passed, viz: Messrs. Wing, Watson, Beach, Gover
and Webb.

Mr. Bracu desired to be excused from acting as a member of said
committee, and stated his objections to its formation,

Mr. PenN stated that he had voted for the resolution cr‘eating the
‘Cemmittee, but would not move for a re-consideration in the absence
of its author.

Mr. Dowsry then moved a re-consideration of the resolution,
which motion was adopted.

Mr. Beaca moved to lay the whole subject on the table until s full
house was present. Adopted.

On motion the Convention then adjourned until Monday, March
7th, 1864.

e (Y s trmma

Morpay, March 7ih, 1864.

Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Warson, on behalf of the Chairman of the Committee on
Tmancipation and Education (Mr. Wing) submitted an Ordinance
abolishing and forever prohibiting slavery within the limits of the
Btate.

‘It was read, and on motion of Mr. WEBB was laid on the table and
ordered to be printed, and made the special order of Thursday next.

The President presented & petition from James W. Brownley, of
Portsmouth, contesting the seat of George R. Boush, whereupon

Mr. Tromas submitted the following resolutions, which were
adopted :
Resolved, That a Comumittee of five be appointed to examine into the claims of James W.

Brownley to a seat in this Convention, and that they be requested to report on the same at
as early a day as practicable. )

2. That the private letters of George R. Boush to J. H. Burroughs, of Portsmouth, Va.,
and the affidavits of J. W, Tucker, which have been sent to the President of this Conven-
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fien. 1o be ugsed i con’esting the seat 6f George R Boush, Te placed in (. auds of sai
Committec for its exatnination.

The President annonnced the follow ng maiited gentlemen hs the
specinl  committee :—DMessrs. Webb, Moore, Wood,. Beaeh . dud
Downey.

Ou motion of Mr Warsox the Bill of Rights previously reported

wag taken up and read, and afterwards mcule the special vrder for
Monday next.

Mr. Beacir nioved that the report of the Commiittee on the Execu-
tive Departuient and Ju liciary be mude the special order for Friday
next.,  The niotion was concurred in.

On motion the Convention adjourned until to-morrow.

B | et

Teuspay, March 8th, 1864.
Convention met 12 o'clock, M.
The minutes of the previeus meeting were read and approved.
7 g PP
Mr, Wamson stated that as the Report of the Committee on Emany

cipation was not thought to be as perfect as it might be made, he
moved, to recommit to wb(‘ Committee, "Themotion was concurred in.

On motion of Mr. Hawxnurst the Committee was then instructed
to repert by Thursday next,

Mr. Dowxry submitted an Ordinance defining treason, and for the
%;ums’hmmt of thes game, which was laid on-the “table and ordered to
e printed

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M., to-
MOFrow.
“""""‘0"‘—"‘"‘
Wipxeway, March 9th, 1864.

Convention wet at 10 o'clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Warsox, in behalf of the Chairman of the Committee on
Emancipation and Education, submitted the following report:

“ Your Jommittee on Emancipation beg leave to introduce the following as a part of the
Constitution of Virginia, to be fuserted in the same under the caption of “StAvERY or
Fruspon ¢

3 1. Slavery and involuntary servitude (exeept for erime) is liereby abolished and pro-
hibited in the State forever,

2 2. Courts of competent ymsdxct;on may apprentice minors of African ‘decent on like
conditions provided by law, for apprenticing white children.

3 3. The General Assembl) shall make no law establishing slavery or recognizing property

in human beings. —— WING C’,’mzrman')
R. B WOOD, ;
]’HILTP ) THO’WAS ¢ Committes,
A WA TSON !
& FIRG USON BEACH,
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Taid on the table, and on motion of Mr. Wasn was made the
apecial order for to-morrow.

Mr. Dowxey submitted the following resclutions, which were laid
on the table and ordered to be printed :

Resolved, That the money or mounies obtaired from the sales of confiscated property, shall
Le applied first, to the payment of loyal persns for all the losses they have sustained by and-
through this rebellion ; second, to be applied to free school purposes; third, if o surplus, it
shall be applied to the payment of the Btate debt, or on internal improvements,

2ud,—The Legislaturs ‘shall provide by law for the same at the first session after the
adoption of this Constitation. .

Mr. Downzr also offered the following resolutions, which were re-
forred to the Committee on Hducation :

Besolved, That the Legislature shall as soon as conviently may b, provide by law, for a
general systera of education thraughout the State, in such a manner that the poor may be
taught gratis.

2nd.~That the arts and sciences shall be promoted in one or more seminaries or colleges o
learning. ’

Mr. Wess, Chairman of the Special Committee on the contested
gseat of Mr. George R. Boush, made the following report, which was
waanimously adopted :

¢¢The Committee to whom was referred the claim of James W,
Brownley, Hsq., of Portsmouth, 4o a seat in this Convention in place
of George B. Boush, beg leave to report that they have examined
carefully the papers filed, and are of the opinion that Mr. J. W.
Brownley is not entitled to a seat in this Convention.

L. W. WHEBB, Chairman,)
R. B, WOOD, |
WM. P. MOORE, ¥ Committee.
JAMES M. DOWNEY, | '
8. FERGUSON BEACH, )

Mr. Downny submitted an Ordinance providing for amendments
to thie Constitution by the Legislature after the year one thousand
eight hundred and seventy. Laid on the table and ordered to be
printed by the following vote: ayes 7 ; nays b.

Mr. Hawxaurst then moved to take up the ordinance previously
introduced by the gentleman from Loudoun (Mr. Downgy), defining
and punishing treason, and submitted a substitute for the same.—
The subject was debated at some length by Messrs. Hawxhurst,
Penn, Downey and Webb, after which it was laid on the table, or-
dered to be printed and made the special order of Tuesday next.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M., to-
OITOW, '

e () ettt
. Trurspay, March 10th, 1864,
Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.

The minuates of the prévious meeting were read and approved.

"The report of the Committee on Fmancipation being the special
order of the day, the same was tuken up and read.
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The subject was then debated at considerable length by Messrs.
Downey, Boush ) hawxhurst and Watson in favor of its immediate
Jduptlon .

Mr. Boacy desired to make an explanation. His namo did not
appear on the report of the Committee on Emancipation from the
fuct that he was absent when the committee made its report.  As he
endorsed the report and should vote for its adoption, he asked that
his name might be recorded with- the balance of tl 10 Committee,~—
The request W&S}”laﬂbed and his namoe so recorded.

Mr. Pexw said as there seenved to be mo opposition, he would now
move the unanimous adoption of the report.

Mr. Wess desived theayes and nays taken, and they were recorded
as follows

Ayes—Messra, LeRoy G* Bdwards (President), Beach, Boush, Downey, Dix, Gover, Hen~
shaw, Hawxhurst, Pean, Thormas, Tennis, Webb, Wood, Wm,on, Wing,—-15.

Ways—Mr. Moore,

So the report was adopted.

Mr. Wazson offered the following resolution, which was adopted ¢

Resolved, T;w a committoe of three be appointed to wail upon Gen. Suover and reguest
that o salute-be fired in honor of the passage of the act of emancipation.

he PrusrpENT appointed the {ollowing named gentlemen ag said
committee :—Mesars. Watson, Penn and Gover,

e, Downey submitted the follewing resclution, which was alse
adopied :

Resolved, That & speclal committee of five members be appointed to prepare a schedule of
the uonst.tutmn

On motion the Convention then adjourned until 11 o’clock, A. M.,
to-morrow.
e e
Fripay, March 11th, 1864,
Convention met at 11 o’clock, A. M,

)

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

The Report of the Committes on the Executive ])ee:»a“tmcnt and
Judiciary being the special order of the day, the same was taken up
for consideration, As many members were dndﬂfOleb].}/ absent

Iir. Wess moved to pestpone the considerativn of the Report until
Wednesday next, The motion was concurred in.

On motion the Convention then adjourned until Monday next at
10 o’clock, A. B

R | P —

Mowpay, March 14th, 1864,
Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read asid approved.
"The Report of the Committee on the Bill of Rights being the
special ovder of the day, the seme was calied up “and read, after
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which, on motien of Mr. Wamson, the same was uwnanimously
adopted.

Mr. Watsox then called up the Report of the Committee on the
Qualification of Voters, after the reading of which heeubmitted the
following amended Report:

The Committee on the Bill of Bights and Qualification of Volers
have had under comsideration the subject of the Elective Franchise,
and beg leave to report to the Convention the following as an amend-
ment to the Firet Section of the Third Axticle of the Constitution of
Virginia :

Every white male citizen of the Commonwealth of the age of
twenby-one years, who has been a resident of the State for one year,
and of the county, e¢ity or town, where ho offers to vote for six
months next preceding an election, and whe has paid his taxes for.
the preceding year, shall be qualified to vote for members of the
General Assembly and all officers elective by the peopls ; but no per-
son shall hold office or vote hereafter at any election who voted for or
signed the ordinance of secession of Virginia, iu the Convention
which agsembled at Richmond on the thirteenth day of February,
eighteen hundred and sixty-one, or has held a military commission
under the so-colled Confederate government above the grade of
Lieutenant Colenel, or who has heid civil office unfier the so-called
Counfederate government, or under the State governments in rebel-
lion against the Government of the United States, or who has held
a seat in either House of the so-called Confederate Congress, or in
cither House of the General Assembly of Virginia, or of any other
State in rebellion against the Government of the United States since
the e — day of eighteen hundred and sixby-
one, with the following exceptions, viz: Justices of the Peace, Con-
stables, Surveyors of the Publi¢ Roads, Overseers of the Poor,
Notavies Public, and Commissioners in Chancery.

A1l persons who havé held military commissions under the so-
called Confederate States of America below the grade of Colonel,
shall not be qualified to hold office or vote for the space of five years
after the termination of this rebellion.

Nor shall any person be qualified to hold office or vote until after
-the expiration of the time aforesuid, who hasgiven aid and comfort
to the rebels in arms, or favored the secession of Virginia from the
United States by advocating secession, or who has voluntarily borne
arms against the United States, and not then until they shall take
the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United States, and
an oath to support the Constitution and Laws of Virginia, which
oath or oaths shall be recorded in some Court of record.” The rebel-
lion shall be deemec to have terminated in three months after all
the counties in the State shall have been recognized by the clection
and appointment of officers recognizing the Constitutioh of the
United States as the supreme law of the land.
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No person in the military, naval or marine service of the United
Btates, shall be deemed a resident of this State by recason of being
stationed therein, And no person shall have the right to vote who
s of unsound mind, or a pauper, or non-commissioned officer, sol-
dier, seaman, or marine in the service of thie United States, or who
has been convicted of bribery in any election, or of any infamous
offence, provided, however, that officers and soldiers in the voluu-
teer service of the United States, not disfranchised by the foregoing
provisions, may vote at such places, and nnder such restrictions, as
may be provided by law.

To ensure the execution of the above provisions the Legislature
shall prepare an oath to be administered to those who offer to vote,
but whose right to vote is doubtfal,

A, WATSON, Chairman,

Laid on the table and ordered to be printed and made the special
order for Thursday next.

Mr. Penw informed the Convention that he would, on Thursday
next, when the Report should come up .ag the special order of the
day, move to strike out so much of the same as veads ¢ or non-com-
missioned officer, soldier, geaman or maring in the service of the
United States.”’ ‘

Mr. Dowwry then submitted the following amendment to the Re-
port of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters:

After the end of the third line strike out the word ¢¢six’’ and
ingert ¢ one month ;’ in the next line after the word ““election’” in-
serh “‘ but a citizen of the United States who had previously been
4 qualified voter of this State, and removed therefrom and returaned,
and who shall have resided in the election disirict, and paid his
taxes as aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote after residing in the State
six months.”” Again the words ¢ five years’” to be made *“ten
years.””  After the words ““voting for (original) secession candi-
dates’” to read after the words ¢ officer and soldier”” *‘except in time
of a rebellion or invasion.”

Liaid on the table and ordered to be printed, and made the special
order of Thursday next,.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 11 o’clock A. M., to-
MOrrow,

ORI SR,

Tuespay, Mavch 15th, 1864,
Convention met at 11 o’clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous mecting were read and approved.

Mr. Downey, Chairman of the Committee on the Legislative De-
partment, submitted the report of the said Committee, which was
vead, '
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Mr. Hawxpurst moved to lay on the iable and have the rame
printed, and make it the special order of Friday next.

Mr. Wzbs objected to the printing of the twenty-ninth Section of
the Report, and moved to amend by striking out that portion of it.
The motion was lost by u vote of ayes 4, nays 8.

The question then recurring on the motion of the gentleman from
Fairfax (Mr. Hawxncrst) the same was concurred in,

Mr. Watsoxw called up the ordinance defining ¢reason, introducel
by the gentleman fron Loudoun, (Mr. Downzy) and the substitute
therefor submitied by the gentletnan from Fairtaz (Mr. Hawxuorsr.)
The subject was debated at some length by Messra. Downey, and
Jawxhurst in the affirmative, and Messrs. Webb, Bough and Peun
in the negative,

Pending the consideration of the subject, the Couvention adjourn-
ed until 11 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow.
—-.—--—-—0__-__.._.....
Wepnespay, March 16, 1844,
Convention met at 11 o’clock, A, M.
The minutes of the previous meeting vrere read and approved.

On motion of Mr. Warson the unfinished business of yesterday
wag suspended and the special order of the day—the Report of the
Commitice on the Executive Department and Judiciary-—was taken
up and considered.

Mr. Beacn submitted the following resolution, which was unani-
mously adopted : '

Resolved, That every report made by a standing Committee shall be considercd and bhe
open to amendment, Section by Section, but the vote on the pussage of any Section or clause
shall not be final. The question shall recur on the paszage or adoption of the whole us
.amended, and motions to sirike out and insert shall be in order.

The first Section of the Report was then taken up and adopt.d
without amendment.

The second Section was then taken up.

Mr. Hawxsursr moved to amend by adding after the word
¢ majority *’ in the fourteenth line the words ¢ of members elected
tm’)

Mr Bracu offered an amendment to the amendment, viz: After
the words ¢ presence of*’ in the fourteenth line strike out the words
¢ p majority of.”’

The question recurring on the amendment to the amendment the
some was adopted—ayes 9; nays 2.

Mr. Downey offered the following amendment, which was lost:

In the eleventh line of the second Section strike out the words

““on the first day 7’ and add ““as soon as a Speaker shall be elected
at the next session.”’
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The second Hection of the Report as amended was then adopted :
The third Scction of the Report was then taken up.
Mr. Bousn moved to amend by striking out the word ¢ five” after

the word ¢“for”” in the twenty-tourth line and substitute therefor
the word ¢¢ four.”’ ’

The amendment was lost, and the Scetion then adopted.

The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth Secticns were
then adopted without amendment.

The tenth Section being under consideration,

Mr. Downey moved to amend by adding afier the word ““vote’ in
the seventy-fitth line the words ¢ except when the Senate is a tie.”’

The amendment wag lost and the Section as originally reported
wag then adopted. "

The eleventh Section was then taken up.

Pending the consideration of the eleventh Section a motion to ad-
Jjourn was made and lost,

Mr. Braor then offered the following amendment, which was lost:

¢ The salary of the Secretary shall not be less than $1800 per
annum ; the salary of the Treasurer shall not be less than 31800 per
annum ; and the salary of the Auditor shall not be less than $2400
per annum,”” the same 0 be inserted at the end of the eleventh
Bection.

Mr. Pevy moved to amend by striking out the word ¢ two’’
after the word ““of”” in the eighticth libe of the eleventh Section,
and insert the word ¢ four.”

The amendment was lost by a vote of ayes 5; nays 8.
The eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth Sections were then adopted.
The Convention then adjourned until 10 o’clock, a. »., to-morrow,

bt §

Trursoay, March 17th, 1864,

Clonvention met at 10 o'clock, A. M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

On motion of Mr. Wzps the special order of the day—the Report
of the Committee on the Elective Iranchise-——was suspended, and
made the special order of Monday next.

On motion of Mr. Warson the Ordinance defining and punishing
treason was made the special order of to-morrow.

Mr. Warsox submitted an ordiance relative to the proceeds of

confiscated property, which was Iaid on the table and ordered to be
printed.
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Mr. Bracit called up the Report of the Committee on the Legisla-
tive Departinent and Judiciary, and the fourteenth, fifteenth, six-
teenth, seventeenth, cighteenth and nineteenth sections were adopted
without amendment.

Juprcrary Departvest.—The first scction of the Report of the
Committee in regard to the appointment of Judges was objected to
1y Messrs. Hawxhurst, Downey and Watson.  The subject was de-
bated at some length, after which it was adopted by the following
vote : ' '

Ayes—Messrs. LeRoy G Edwards, (President), Beach, Bousb, Gover, Ienshaw, Moore,
Penn, Webh.—8.

Nays—Hessts. Downey, Dix, Iawxharst, Thomas, Tennis, Wood, Watson —17.

The second section of the Report was then taken up and adopte’,
Mr. Wrep being excused from voting on the same.

The third, fourth and fifth sections were adopted without amend-
ment. N

The sixth section being under consideration, Mr. WEBB offered the
follewing amendment:

In the 71st line of the sixth section strile out the words ““eight
vears’’ and substitute ¢“ four years.”” Iun the 73rd Une of the same
section, after the word ‘‘age,”” insert the following, ““and has becn
a citizen of the State for five years next preceding his clection.’’

Mr. Warson called for a division of the guestion, which was
grapted.

The question then being talen on the amendment to the seventy-
first line, it was rejected.

Mr. Hawxaurst moved to amend the amendment by striking out
the word ¢““five’” and inserting the word ¢ two.”’

The amendment to the amendment was lost. The question then
recurring on the amendment it was rejected by the following vote—
ayes 7 ; nays 8.

The sixth scction was then adopted.

By general consent the seventh scction was not taken up.

The eighth and ninth sections were then taken up and adopted.

The tenth section being under consideration Mr. Wens moved to
amend by adding after the word ‘“age,’” in the ninety-fifth line, the
words ‘“ and and a citizen of the State for twelve months,”

Mr. Warsoxw moved to amend the amendmeunt by adding ¢ and
shall have resided in the State one year next preceding his election.””

The ayes and mays being demanded on the amendment to the
amendment, they were recorded as follows :

Ayes—Mossrs, LeRoy G, Bdwards (President), Dix, Gover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Mooye
Ponn, Tennis, Webb, Wocd, Watson.—11.

Nuys—Messrs, Beach, Bously, Downey, Thomas,=--{.
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So the amendnient to the amendment was a lopted.
The teuth section, as amended, was then adopted.
A wmotion to reconsider the sixth section being sustaived,

Mr. Wes moved to amend the same by adding after the word

“aee,”’ in the seventy-third line, the words ““and shall have re-
BYy bl

sided in the Btate one year next preceding his election,”

Tho ameandment was adopted, and the sectivn us amended re-
adopted.,

Qn motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o’clock, P, M.

U, N—

3 o’crock, P. M.—Convention met and resumed the consideration
of the Report of the Committee on the Judiciary Department,

Sections twelve, thirteen, fourtcen, fiftcen, sixteen, seventeen,
eighteen, ninetecu and twenty were adopted.

Mr. Hawxaurst moved to amend the twenty-first section by in-
serting after the word ¢“ governor’” in the one hundred and eighty-
first line the words “and receive two thousand dollars for each
years' service,”’ and in the one hundred and eighty-second line
strike ous the words ¢“ and receive such compensation.””

The amendment was rejected, and the section adopted as originally
reported.

Sections twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-five,
twenty-six, twenty-seven and twenty-cight were then adopted with-
out amendment,

Mr. Wess moved to amend the two hundred and twenty-fourth
line of the twenty-ninth section by striking out the word ¢ two’’
after the word ““for’” and insert the word ¢ four.”’

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded as follows:

Ayss—Messrs: LeRoy G. Edwards (President), Henshaw, Moore, Penn, Tennis, Wood,
Webb,~~T.

Nays—Messrs. Beach, Boush, Dowaey, Dix, Gover, Hawxhurst, Thomag.--7.

The amendment being lost the section was then adopted ag
originally reported.

Sections thirty, thirty-one and thirty-two were adopted without
amendment.

By general consent the consideration of secticn thirty-three was
postponed.

Section thirty-four was then adoptcd.

On motion of Mr. Bracu the whole Report was then laid on the
table.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-
LIOFTOW,
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Fripay, March 18th, 1864.
{lonvention. met at 10 o’clock, A, M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Wgss submitted the following {oream’ble -and resolutions,
which were laid on the table and ordered to be printed :

WWHEREAS, It isof great importance to the people of Virginia, that they should be sus-
tained by the Government of the United States, and

Wsngas, The constant intecference with the eivil authority of the Restored Government
of Virginia by the military authorities, cauges great dissatisfaction on the part of our loyal
citigens ; therefore

Resolved, That a Committee of this Comvention, in conjunction with the Governor, be ap~
'{aoimcd to wait upon the President, and ask him to fix a perlod when an iiterview can be
\ad with him and his Constitutionel advisers, to ascertain whether it is the interest of the
Ceneral Government to sustain the civil authority, or whether the civil is to become, as it is
now, subordinate to the military, with a view that the Convention may fake such action as
they may deem expedient. .
~ On motior of Mr. Downzey the Report of the Committee on the
fegislative Department was postponed and made the special order
for Wednesday next.

The special order of the day, the ordinance defining and punish-
ing treason, and the substitute therefor, was then taken up.

Mr. Downey accepted the substitute for the original ordinance
submitted by him. )

The substitute then being under consideration,

Mr. Downny moved to amend by adding after the word ¢ State’
in the second line, the words “committed in this Commonwealth.”

The whole subject was debated at considerable length by Messrs.
Beach, Webb, Wing and Penn in the negative, and Messrs. Hawx-
hurst, Downey and Watson in the affirmative.

My, Ween moved an indefinite postponement of the whole subjecs,
but afterwards withdrew it.

Mr. Hawxauzrst moved to adjourn. Lost by a vote of ayes 6
nays 9.

Mr. Downny withdrew his amendment.

Mr. Wess then moved the previous question, hut withdrew it in
order to have a further expression of opinion on the subject.

Mr. Wanson moved to amend by striking out after the word
““ Commonwealth,”” in the second line, the words, ““or against the
United States,”” and in the same line to change the word *¢ their,”’
to ¢“its.”’ .

The amendment was lost by the following vote:—ayes 7 ; nays 8.

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
substitute, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded
as followvs :

Ayrs--=Messrs. Jowney, Dix. Gover, Henshuw, Lawxhurst, Walson -6,
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NugMessys, LeRoy Gh Edwsrds, (President), Beach, Boush, Moore, Pemn, Thomase
Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood.~-T0.

_So the substitate was rejected.

The President announced the appointiment of Lysanpver Hiwn as
Reporter for the Convention.
~ On motion the Convention adjourned until 100’ clock, A. M., fo-
MOLrow.

PO, W

Sa1urpay, March 19th, 1864.

Convontion met at 10 o’clock, A If.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved,

On motion of Mr. Watson the ordinance relative to the applica-
tion of funds received from the sale of confiscated. property, was
taken up and considered.

Mr. Hawxmaurst moved to amend by adding after the word
¢ State’”” in the eighteenth line the words, “provided such ewners
have given active proof of their loyalty to the Government of the
United States,”

The amendment was accepted.

Mr., Woop moved to amend by inserting after the word *‘State’’
the words, ¢“and the loss of time by imprisonment.”’

The amendment was adopted.

Mr, Wans offered the following as & substitute for the first section :

Ist.—To the payment of all loyal citizens or non-combatants, for
Tosses sustained either by imprisonment, loss of property both real
and personal, together with the loss of slaves, and who shall give
satisiactory evidence of their loyalty to the Government of the
United States, or evidence of their neutrality.

The substitute was withdrawn, whereupon

Mr. Weps moved that the Convention resolve itself into o Cony-
mittee of the Whole on the consideration of the ordinance,

The motion wasg sustained, and Mr. Gover called to the chair,

Mre. Warson moved to amend by striking out the amendment of
the gentleman frora Fairfax (Mr. Hawxnurst), and insert the follow-
ing after the word ‘‘imprisonment:’’

"<« Provided such claimants have not been disloyal to the State or
the Government of the United States ; but if minors under twelve
vears of age no evidence of disloyalty shall debar them {romn the
Benefits of this ordinance.’”

The amendment was debated at some length, but no conclusion
being arrived at the Committee arose and reported..
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My, Dowsey thein oftered the following resolution, which was
adopted : '

Resolvsd, That a special Commitice of five be appointed te whom this ordinance shall be
referred, with accompanying papers.

Mr. Woop offered the following resolution, which was adopted

Resolved, That this Convention will, on Monday next, and daily thereafter, hold afterncon
‘sespions, commencing at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Tuonmas moved a re-consideration of the gquestion, which
motion was adopted, whereupon

Mr. Wamsow offered the following as a substitute for the same:

Besoived, That this Convention do now adjourn to meet at 9 1-2 o’clock,. A. 3., on Mon
day next.

The :ubstitute was adopted and the Convention then adjourned.

[PSTORIy NS
, \ Mownay, March 21st, 1864,

Convention niet ot 10 o’cloek, A. M.
~ The President being absent from the city, Mr. Hawxuvrsr, of
Fairfax, on motion of Mr, Panx, was elected President pro fempore.

The minuates of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Wixe submitted a communication relative to the disposition
of funds received from the sale of lands for school and religious pur-
poses, and asked that it be referved fo the Committee on liducation.
It wag so referred, .

Mr. Watsow submitied an amended ordinance relative fo the ap-
plication of the proceeds derived from the sale of confiscated pro-
perty, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Bouvan submitted the following vesolution, which wasadopted :

Resolved, That the President be authorized to adjourn this Convention sine dic an the 29th
day of the prescng mounth, at 12 o’clock; M,

On motion of Mr. PExy the special order of the day—the Report
of the Commitlce on the Qualification of Volers—ivas taken up aud
considered.

Mr. Woop submiited a substitute for the Report,

Mr. Downzy moved to amend the substitute by striking out the
word ““six’’ in the third line and ingerting the word ““éhree.””

The amendment was lost.

Mr. Wazson then submitied the following amendment:

¢¢ No one shall hold office or vote who has favored the rebellion by
act or word since the first day of January, 1862, or who voted for
or signed the ordinance of secession of Virginia in the Convention
which assembled in Richmond on the 13th day of February, 1861,
or who has voluntarily borne arms since the commencement of the
rebellion.””  Also to strike out the words allowing the Executive to
pardon. '
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Mr. Braci moved o lay both the amendment and the substitite
on the table, and have them printed. The motion was concurred in,

Mr. Wamson moved to make the substitute and the amendment the
special order for to-morrow, which motion was also concurred in.

Mr. Warson moved to re-consider the vote making the Report of
the Committee on the Legislative Department the special order tor
‘Wednesday next, in order that it might be taken up now. The
motion was lost,

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M., to-
IMOrrow.

——) ———

TuespAy, March 22, 1864
Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous meeting vsere read and approved.
On motion of Mr. Wina the special order of the day—the Report

of the Committee on the Qualification ot Voters and the substitnte
therefor—was taken up.

The substitute being under consideration Mr. Wene moved to
amend the fifteenth line by inserting after the word ““vote’ the
words ‘¢ or hold office.”’

The Presipext declared the amendment out of order, as the amend_
ment by the gentleman from Accomaec (Mr. Wazsox,) was pending

Mr. Dowxey moved to go into Committee of the Whole on the
consideration of the Report and the substitute, but the motion was-
not sustained.

The amendment of the gentleman from Accomac (Mr. Wamsox,)
was then taken up and considered, and rejected by a vote of ayes 4
nays 10. '

The question then recurring on the adoption of the amendment of
the gentleman from Norfolk (Mr. Weps), viz: To insert after the
word ‘‘vote’’ in the fifteenth line the words ‘¢ or hold office,”” the
same was adopted.

Mr. Downey moved to amend the eighteenth line by inserting
after the word “State,”” the words ““or whon voted for avowed seces~
sio1 candidates to the Convention of 1861.”

The amendment was lost by a vote of ayes 4; nays 9,

Mr. Wixg moved to amend the fifteenth line by striking out the
words ““ has held ”” and-inserting the words ¢ now holds.”

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment they were
rccorded as tollows.

Ayes—Messrs. LéRoy G. Edwards, (f’residcnt,) Dix, Moore, Ponn, Webb, Wing--6.

Nays—Messrs. Bench, Boush, Downey, Gover, ITenshaw, Hawxhurst, Thomas, Tennis.
Wood. Watson—10.



<o the amendment was lost,

Mr. Hexsuaw moved to amend the fifteenty line by inserting afte
the word ¢ office.”” the words ““ or who shall have given aid or com-
fort to rebels in arms, by word, deed or act since the 4th day of
July, 1862.” :

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded as follows:

Ayes—Messrs. Downey, Dix, Govér, Ilenshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson-~T7,

Nays—Messra, LeRoy .G Kdwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Moore, Penn, Thomas,
Tenns, Webb, Wing—9 '

S0 the amendment was lost,

Mr. Bousu moved to amend the first line by striking ont the words
‘‘and who has paid all taxes assessed to him under the laws of the
Commonwealth after the re-organization of the county, city or town
where he offers to vote.”

The amendment was lost.

Mr. Hawxrurst moved a re-consideration of the vote rejecting the
amendment of the gentleman from Accomac, (Mr. WaTsoN,) in arder

that the ayes and nays might be recorded. The motion was sus-
tained.

As the amendment contained two distinct propositions, Mr
Downey called for a division, which was granted.

The ayes and nays then being called on the first clause or propo-
sition, it was rejected by the following vote:

Ayec—Messrs, Downey, Dix, Gover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson—7.

Nays—Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush, Moore, Penn, Thomas,
Tennis, Webb, Wing—a9. '

The ayes and nays being then called on the second clause or pro-
position they were recorded as tollows:

Ayes---Messrs. Beach, Downey, Dix, Gover, Ilenshaw, Hawxhurst, Tennis, \'V-uod, Watson

9.

wN/g/&--l\Icssrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Boush, Moore, Penn, Thomas,. Webb,
Ving---17. ' a

So the amendment was adopted. ,
Mr. Beac moved to adjourn, but the motion was not sustained.
. Mr. Watson then moved to amend by striking out the fourth Sec-
tion, which motion was lost by a vote of ayes 3 nays 7.

Mr. DownEY moved to amend the eightconth line by inserting after
< , . R
the word ‘¢ State *” the words,  orany person now in arms or giving
aid and comfort to the cnemies of the United States.”’

Mr. Warson moved to amend the amendwment by inserting the
word ¢t voluntarily > after the word ¢ now,”

The amendment to the amendment was accepted.
On motion the Convention then adjourned.
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WepNEspAy, Mareh 23vd, 1804]

Convention met at 10 o'clock, 4. M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Beacn moved to postpone the consideration of the Report of
the Committee on the Legislative Departinent, in order that the
Report of the Committec on the Judiciary might be taken up and
completed. The motion was concurred in.

The seventh section of the Report was then takon up and adopted.

Mr. WEBR moved to strike out the entire thirty-third section,—
The motion wag concurred in by a vote of ayes 9; nays 7.
On motion of Mr. Bracu the fifth Section of the Report was re-
considered, afser which he moved to amend the sizby-sighth line by

striking out the words ““increased or” after she word ¢ be,”

The smendment was adopted, and the Section as wmended re-
adopted.

Mr. Hawxnurst submitied the following as an additional Sestion
to the Report:

Sr0. 35. Mo testimony shall be excluded from any Court in this
Commonwealth onr account of the color of the witness,

The ayes and nays being demand as follows ¢

Ayes-+Messrs. Beach, Boush, Hawxhugst «--3.

ad they were recorded

 Wuys---Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (Presi
Pern, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood,
Ho the proposition was rejected.
On motion of Mr. Bracn the Heport as amended was &l
On motion of Mr, Warsoxn the ordinance providing for the appli-
cation of funds received from the sale of veal estats by the General
Government under the direct tax law, was taken up and considered.

Mr. Warson moved to amend the foriy-seventh line by inserting
after the word ¢ Commissioner”” the following—*¢ shall be paid oub
of any money received from the Grovernmens under any act of Con-
gress appropristing money fo the use of Virginis, or acerning to the
Btate from confiscation or ¢iler purposes,”’

Mr. Bracn offered the following substitute for the aidendment,
which was aceepted : ’

In the fifty-seventh line sirike out the words, ‘‘any money not
otherwise appropriated by the State’” and insers, ¢“the fund hereby -
intended to be appropriated.”’ '

Mr. Wese then moved to amend the substitute by inseriing the
following—¢¢ Provided, further, that no Commissioner shall be ap-
pointed or receive any compensation until after the money shall come
into the Treasury of the State.”

Mr. WarsoN moved to amend the amendment to the gubstitute by
striking out the words ¢“ be appointed or.””
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The amendment to the amendment was lost.

Mr. Warsow then moved to amend the amendment by striking oub
that portion forbidding the appointment of Commissioners until the
said funds come into the possession of the State,

The amendment to the amendment was lost.

The question then recurring on the amendment to the substitute
it was adopted.

Me. Moory moved to amend by inserting at the end of the ordi-
nance the following :

¢t No member of this Convention shall be a Commissioner.”

The emendment was adopted.

Mr, Bousa moved an indefinite postponement of the ordinance

‘Mr, Wrzs moved the previous gquestion, which was sustained.

Mr. Bousn withdrew his motion for an indefinite postponement, in
order that the main question might be voted upon.

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
ordinance, the ayzs and nays being demanded, they were recorded
-a8 follows :

‘ Ayes—Iessrs, LeRoy G. Bdwards, (President), Downey, Gover, Henshaw, ITawxhurst,
Penn, Wood, Watson.-8.

Nays-—Messrs. Beach; Boush, Dix, Moore, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing.-8.
Bo the ordinance was rejected.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M., to-
OTrOW,

w-_—o——‘wnv
Tuuzspay, March 24th, 1864,

Lonvention meb at 11 o’clock, A. M. .

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Wive, Chairman of the Committee on Education, submitted
a Report, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Wine submisted an ordinance fixing the per diem of members
and officers of the General Assembly, which was also Iaid on the
table aud ordered to be printed.

Mr. Ixf{ooms submitted the following resolution, which was laid
over under the rules and ordered to be printed.

Fesolved, That the Constitution which may be adopted by this Convention, shall be sub-
mitted {o a vote of the people on the 4th Thursday of May next, for their adoption er rejec-
tion, and it shall be the duty of the Commissioners holding the Election to propouid to cach
voier the question * Do you vote for or against the adoption of the Constitution 9! A
record of which vote shall be tuken und returned to the Sceretary of the Commonwealth ut
Alexandria immediately.

Mr. Weps called up the resolution providing for the appointment
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of a Committee fo wait upon ‘the President with « view to a boetter
understanding betweea the military and civil suthoritics of this
State, .

Ir. Wixe submitted the following resolution:

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare an nddress to the Presidunt of
the United States upon the subject of Kmancipation sud Compensation to loyal owpers.

The resolution laid over under the rules, and ordered to be printed.

Ou motion of Mr. Dowxey the Report of the Committee on the
Legislative Department was taken up.

Tir. Wess, on behalf of Mr. Svong, submitted o minority Report,

Ou motion of Mr. Wine the Convention agreed to take vp and
consider both Reports, section by scetion. The mstion was con-
curred in,

The first and second scctions of the Heport were then taken up
and adopted.

The third section being under cousideration, Mr, Hawzuursr
moved to amend by striking out the word ¢ citizens’’ in the second
live and inserting the word ¢ voters.”’

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended
was then adopted,

The fourth-and fifth sections of the Report were then adopted.

The sixth section being under consideration Mr. Wing moved to
amend by siriking out the word ““ white’’ in the fifth line.

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment, they wers

b J 1<) ’ J
recorded ag follows :

Aues—Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President, ) Boush, Dix, Moore, Penn, Thomas, Tenni§’
Webb, Wing—-9 :

Nuays-—Messrs. Beach, Downey, Gover, Henshaw, Tawxhurst, Wood, Watson—r1,

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended
was then adopted.

The scventh section was then adopted.

The eighth section being under consideration Mr. Warson moved
to amend the first line by striking out the word ‘““annually ”’ and
inserting the word ¢ biennially.”

"The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment they were
recorded as follows :

Ayes- -Messrs, Dix, Gover, Henshaw, Moore, Webb, Watson.---G.

Nays---Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush, Towney, Hawxburst,
Penn, Thomas, Tennis, Wing, Wood.».-10,

So the amendment was lost.

My, Warson then moved to amend by inserting after the word
“annually’” in the first line the words, “during the present rebel-
Jiow.””
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T'he ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment they were
‘recorded as follows:

Ayes—ijessrs, Dix, Hensbaw, Moore, Thomas, Webb, Watson—6.

KNays—Mesars, LeRoy G, Bdwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Downey, Gover, Hawx-
hurst, Penn, Tennis, Wing, Wood—10. ’

So the amendment was lost, and the eighth section then adopted
as originally reported.

On motion the Convention then tock a recess until 3 o’clock, ». M.

Arrerwoon SgssioN.—The Convention convened at 3 o’clock and
vesurned the consideration of the Report on the Legislative Depart-
nienc,

The Prusipuny announced the following special Committee to pre-
pure a schedule for the Constitution, viz: Messrs. Downey, Beach,
‘Webb, Wing and Penn.

The ninth, tenth and eleventh sections of the Repert were then
considered and adopted.

r. Wass moved the adoption of the thirteenth section of the
minority report in place of the twelfth section of the majority re-
port. The motion was concurred in, and the thirtecnth section
adopted. \

"The fourteenth section of the majority report was then adopted.

My, Wrsp movgd to amend the second line of the sixteenth section
of the minority report by inserting the words ‘“ except in cases of
rebellion or invasion”” after the word ¢ suspended.”” "The amend-
ment was lost,

Mr. Wens then moved the adoption of ﬂ.le sixteenth section of the
minority report. The ayes and nays being demanded they were
recorded as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Beush, Dix, Moore, Thomas
Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood—10

Nays—Messrs. Downey, Gover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Penn, Watson—6.

Bo the sixteenth section of the minority report was adopted.

The seventh section of the minority report was then adopted by a
a vote of ayes 9; nays 7

The eighteenth and nineieenth scctions of the majority report
were then adopted.

On motion of Mr. Wixe the twenty-first section of the minority
report was then adopted as the twentieth section of the majority
report.

. The twenty-first section of the majority report being under con-
sideration, Mr. Wixe moved to strike out all after the word ¢‘issue
in the fifth line of the same.

The amendment was concurred in, and the section then 2dopted
as amended,
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The twenty-second section of the majority report was then adopted.

The twenty-seventh scction of the old Constitution was then adopt~
ed as the twenty-third section of the majority report.

The twenty-fourth section of the majority report was then adopted.

Pending the consideration of the twenty-fifth section the Conven-
tion adjourned until 11 o’clock, A. M., to-morrow,
—— O
Fripay, March 25, 1864.
Convention met at 11 o’clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Beact submitted the following resolution, which was adopted:

Resolved, That the pay of the Janitor be increased so as to be cqual to that of the Dooi-
Heeper, to Aate from the commencement of the session.

Mr. Bousu called up the report previously submitted by the gen~
tleman from Norfolk, (Mr. Wixg,) relative to funds arising from the
gale of lands and other property granted or entrusted to the State for
educational and religious purposes, and moved the printing of the
same. The motion was concurred in.

Mr. Wine asked leave to have his name recorded in the affirma-
tive on the adoption of the emancipation provision of the Constitu-
tion. The request was granted, and his name so recorded.

On motion of Mr. Wess, the consideration of the twenty-fifth
section of the Report of the Committes on the Legislative Depavtment
was resumed.

Mr. Downey moved to amend the first line by striking out the
words ‘‘ are hercby made a commission,”” and inserting—*¢ It shall
be the duty of the Governor to appoint three Commissioners.”” Also;
to strike out in the fifth and sixth lines the words, ¢ the Governor
shall have power to fill any vacancies that may occur.”’

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment they were
recorded as follows :

Ajjes—1essrs. Beach, Downey, Gover, Henshaw, Hawzxharst, Watson-6,

Nays---Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards; (President), Boush, Dix, Moore, Penn, Thomas, Tennis,
Webb, Wing, Wood--10.

So the amendment was rejected.

Mr. Wine moved to strike cut the twenty-fifth section.

Mr. Bousa moved the previous question.

The ayes and nays being demanded on the previous question they
were recorded as follows:

Ayes—Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Boush, Dix, Gover, Heﬁsha\s‘) Moore,
Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood---10. -

Nuys---Messrs. Beach, Downey, flawxhurst, Pénn, Thomas, Watson---G,
So the previous question was sustained.
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The question then recurring on the main guestion, to strike out
juestian . g . jucs ’

the twenby-fifth section, the ayes and nays being demanded, they
wergrecorded as follows
_ Ayes—Wessis, LeBoy & Bdwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Dix, Gover, Menshaw,
Monve, Pann, Thomas, Tennis, Wehb, Wing, Wood-—13,

Nays-~dlesses. Downey, Hawxhurst, Watson—3.

8o the twenty-fifth section wag stricken out.

The twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth, twenty-ninth,
and thirtieth sections were then adopted.

Mr. Wine moved to strike out the thirty-first section, but with-
drew tha motion, and the section was adopted.

The thirty-second section was then adopted.

M, Wing moved to strike out the thirty-third section, which
motion wag concurred in.

The thiriy-fourth section being nnder consideration, Mr. Wine
moved to amend the foarth line by inserting after theword ¢ elec-
tions”’ the words ¢ by the Greneral Assembly.”” The amendment
wag concurred in, and the section as amended adopted as the thirty-
third section of the Beport.

Mr, Braca then offered the following as the twenty-fifth section «f
the Heport, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed :

Bz, 25. The General Assembly sha'l provide by law for adjusting
with the fiate of West Virginia, the proportion of the public debt
of Vi sroper to be borne by the State of Virginis and of
West Virginia respectively ; and may authorize, in conjunction with
the Btate of West Virginia, the sale of all stocks and other interests
held by the Htate of Virginia in Banks, works of Internal Improve-
ment and other Companies at the time of the formation of the State
of West Virginia,

Tt shall not provide for the payment of any debt or obligation
created in the name of the State of Virginia by the usurped and
pretended State authorities at Richmond.  And it shall not allow
any county, city or corporation to levy or colleet any tax for the
payment of any debt created for the purpose of aiding any rebellivn
against the State or the United States.

Mr. Downey moved a reconsideration of the eighth seetion. The
motion being concurred in, he moved to amend the fifth line by strik-
ing out the word ““ ninety ”” and inserting the word ¢ sixty.””

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended rc-
adopted.

Mr. Bracn moved a reconsideration of the first gection. The
motion being concurred in, he moved to amend by striking out all
sfter the word ¢ Delegates’” in the third line, ’

The amendment was concurred in, and the section as amended
re-adopted.
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On motion the Cenvention took a recess until thres o’ clock,
g

Avrernoon Sesston.—The Convention re-assembled at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Weps moved a reconsiderstion of the fifth Section of the Re-
port of the Coramittee on the Legislative Department, The motion
being concurred in, he moved to amend the eighth line by striking
out the word ¢ fivd”” ‘and inserting the word ““teq.””

The amendment was concurred in, and the Section as amended
re-adopted..

Mr. Wina called up the resolution of the gentlemsn from WNerfolk
(Mr. Wees,) providing for the appointment of a Special Cominitice
of five to wait upon the President of the United States, with a view
to a better understanding between the military and civil authorities
of the State, and moved their adoption,

" The resolutions were debated at some length by Messrs. Wing,
‘Webb, Boush and Thomas in the affirmative, and Messrs. Watsen,
Downey, Hawxhurst and Beach in the negative,

Mr. Warsox moved to adjourn, but the motion was lost.
~ The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
resolutions, they were lost by a vote of ayes 5; nays 11. .

- On motion the Conveantion adjourned until 1T o’clock, A. M., to-
TI0ITOW,
Rt § SRR
~ Sarurpay, March 26th, 1864.

Convention met at 11 o’clock, A. M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Boustt moved to take up the substitute for the Report of the
Committee on Education. The motion was concurred in,

The subject being under consideration, Mr, Bousu moved to strike
out the sixth Section and insert the following :

SEec. 5.—And it is hereby provided that the salary of such Super-
intendent so appointed or elected, shall be paid out of monies arising
from denations to the State for educational purposes.

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Moore moved to amend the eighth line by inserting the word
¢¢ white’’ before the word ‘“youth.”’

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment, they were
recorded as follows :

Ayes-—Messrs. LeRoy G, Edwards, (Président,) Dix, Gover, Moore, Penn, Thomas, Ténnis,
Wood, Watson—9. - )

Nays—Messrs. Beach, Boush, Downey, Henshaw, Hawsxhurst, Webl-e6.
8o the amendment was adopted.
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Mr. MoorE moved to amend the sixteenth line by striking out the
words ¢ absolutely free.”’

The amendment was withdrawn, wherenpon
~ Mr. Bousz moved an indefivite postponement of the whole ques™
tion: The motion was sustained by a vote of ayes 10 ; nays4.-

Mr. Downny then moved to take vp the resolutions previously.
offered by him on the subject of education, and offered them as a
substitute for the Repors of the Committee on Education.

On motion of Mr. Wees, the further counsideration of the subject
was postponed until Monday next, and made the special order for
that day.

Mr. Hexsuaw submitted an emendment to the substitute for the
Report of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters, which was
laid on the table and ordered to be printed, and made the special
order of Tuesdoy next.

On motion the Convention adjourned until Monday next, at 10
o’clock, A. M.

——‘-_U“‘M.'. . ¢
Moxpay, March 28th, 1864

Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.

The Prestpent being detained at hig room by indisposition, Mr.
Hawxnmunst was elected President pro. tempore.

The minutes of the previous mecting were read and approved.

Mr. Dewway called up the Reportof the Committee on Kducation

It t )
and submitted the following substitute for the same :

Buc, T.—That the Legislature shall, as soon as conviently may be,
provide by law, for a general system of education throughout the
State, in such a manner that the poor may be taught gratis.

Bac. 2.-~That the arts and sciences shall be promoted in onc or
more seminaries or colleges of learning.

Mr. Dewnay moved to amend by striking out all after the word
¢ State’’ in the third line of the first section.

The amendment was concurred in.

Mr. Moore moved to amend the second line of the first section by
ingerting the words ‘“for white persons’” after the word “‘education.’’

The amendment was concurred in by a vote of ayes 8; nays 6.

. Mr. Govar moved to amend the third line of the first section by-
mser‘tmg after the word, ¢“ 8tate’” the words, “*so that the youth of
the State may be taught gratis.”’

The ayes and nays being demanded they were recorded as follows ¢

Ayes=—Messrs. Downey, Gover,v Henshaw, Hawzhurst, Penn, Webb.---6.

Nays---Messrs. Beach, Boush, Dix, Moore, Thomas, Wing, Wood, Watsof -8,
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So the amendinent was Tost.

. . . . . [ . . o A
The question recurring on the adoption or rejection of the sub-

?éiiig‘t‘?;'the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded ag

Ayes—Messrs, Downey, H nshiaw, Penn—3.

Nays-—Messrs, Beach, Boush, Dix,
Wood, Watson-—11.

So the substitute was rejected.

Gover, Hawshurst, Moore, Thomas, Webb, Wing,

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
Report of the Committee on Kducation, the ayes and nays being de-
manded, they were recorded as follows :

Apyes- -Messrs. Beach, Dix, Moore; Thomas, Webb, Wing, Wood, Watson -8,

Nays---Messrs. Boush, Cowney, Gover, Henshow, Hawxhurst, Penn.—6,

Bo the Report was adopted.

Mr. Wixe called up the ordinance fixing the per diem of members
and officers of the General Assembly.
* Mr. Dowsry moved to amend by adding the following as an ad-
ditional section of the ordinancé:

“The President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
3 L P ] T2
Delegates shall each receive the sum of cight dollars per day.

The amendment was accepted, and the ordinance then adopted.

On motion of Mr. Wess, the Report of the Committee on the
Legislutive Department was taken up, and the twenty-fifth section
considerced,

The subject was debated at some length by Messrs. Braci and
‘Wrwe in the affirmative, and Kessrs. Hawxmuast and DowsEy inthe
megative.

Mr. Hawxnguvrst moved the appointment of a special committee of
three, to whom the seetion should be referred. Tue motion waslost.

Mr. WarsoN then moved to amend the section by inserting after
the words ¢ West Virginia,’’ at the end of the first paragraph, the
tollowing :

¢“ And no ordinance passed by the Convention which assembled at
‘Wheeling on the 11th day- of June, 1861, adjusting the! public deb®
between Virginia and West Virginia shall be binding upon this
State,”’ '

The amendment was accepteds

Mr. Brace then moved to amend by inserting after the words
¢ gale of 7’ in the fifth line, the words, ¢‘all lands and property of
every.description, including;’” and after the word ““interests’” in the
sixth line, the words ¢ owned and.”

The amendments were adopted.
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Mr. Dowxey moved to amend by inserting the following

““The Legislature shall not provide for the payment of any bonds
now held by rebels in arms against the State or United States.”

The ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded asfollows ©

A yes-—Messrs, Beach, Uowney, Dix, Gover, [lenshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson =8,

Kuys--3essrs. Boush, Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas, Webl, Wing—7.

So the amendment was adopted.

"flie question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
section as amended, the ayes and nays being ‘demanded, they were
recorded as follows : '

Ayes—MNessrs. Beach, Boush, Downey,.Dix, Gover, Uenshaw, Hawshurst, Poin, Stone,
Thomas, Webb, Wing, Wood, Watson—14. )

Nays—Mr. Mocre.

So the section was adopted.

The question then recurring on the adeption or rejection of the
Report as amended, it was adopted.

On motion the Convention took a recess until 3 o’clock.
—— e
ArrEryooN SessioN.—Convention met at 3o clock.
Mr. Warsox called up the original ordinance introduced by lint

relative to the application of funds derived from the sale of lands
under the direct tax law.

Mr. Moorg objected to the further consideration-of the ordinance,
as it had once been decided.

The PrusipeNT stated that a substitute for the ordinance had been
considered and lost, and that the ordinance itself wasnow in order.

Mr. Moorz appealed from the decision of the Presipext, and the
appeal was sustained by the Convention.

Mr. Watsow then submitted the ordinance as an original proposi-
tion, and desired the ayes and naystaken upon it without discussion.

Mr. Wixg submitted the following as an additional section :

Src. 4.—The General Assembly shall take no steps towards set-
tling claims due to loyal men for the loss of slaves or other property
until the whole State shall have been recovered from the insurgents,
and the amount ascertained which shall be due to them for such
logses.

The amendment was accepted.

~ Mr. Wine moved to strike out in the ninth line the words ¢“at its
first session,”” and in the tenth line the word ¢ thercafter.”” The
amendment was concurred in.

Mr. Wess moved to tay on the table and print, but the motion was
not sustained.
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Mr. .\VL:\'O m.o'v‘ed to strike out the words, ¢ provided such ownersy
have.given active praof of their loyalty to the Governiment of the
United States.”  The motion was concurred in by avoteof aves10
nays 4.

Mr. Wasp moved to strike out the twenty-sccond, twentv-third
and twenty-fourth lincs,

The ayes.and nays being demanded. they were recorded as follows :

Ayes—Messrs. Beach, Boush, Moore, Tenais, Webb, Wood—0.

Nays—Messrst Downey, Dix, Gover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Pean, Stone, Thomas, Wing,
Watsun—10.

Ho the motion to strikeout was lost.

C'The question then recurring on the ddoption or rejection of the
ordinance, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded
as follows :

Ages---Messrs. Downey, Dix, Gover, Henshaw, Tawxburst, Penn, Stonz, Thomas, Wing,
Wood, Watsons-11. B

l]\?/y.@»-—)hsms. Beach, Boush, Moore, Tennis--4.

Bo the ordinance was adopted. :

On motion the Convention then adjourned until 10 o’clock, A, M.,
to-morrow.

e (J et s
Turspay, March 29th, 1864,

(onvention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Wive submitted the following resolution, which was adopted:

Jesalved, That the resolution passed on the twenty-first instant, divecting the President to
wljourn this Couvention sing die on the twenty-tinth instant, is hereby recinded.

Mr. Wixa submitted the Report of the Committee apypointed to
{form a schedule for the Coustitution, which svas laid on the table
and ordered to be printed.

IMr. Moore called up the resolution providing for submitting the
Constitution to a vote of the people for their ratification or rejection,
and moved its reference to the Committee on the Schedule,

The motion was concurred in.

Mr. Beacti moved a re-consideration of the vote ordering the
printing of the Report of the Schedule Committee. The motion
being sustained, he then moved the recommitment of the Report.

The motion was concurred in, and the Report re-committed.

The amendment to the substitute for the Report of the Commiittes
on the Qualification of Voters being the special orderof the day, the
game was taken up and considered at great length.

The amendment was temporarily withdrawn by the gentlemai
from Loudoun (Mr. Hrxsuaw), whercupon
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Mr, Bescn submitted the following amendment to the substitute

< After the word ““ people,’” in the beginning of the ninth line,
strike out all down to the word ¢ pardon’ inclusive, in the nine-
teenth line, and in licu thereof insert the following :
Provided, however, that no one shall be allowed to vote, who,
when he offers to vote, it his mght be challenged for alleged . dis-
loyalty, shall not thercupon take, or shall not before have taken, the
following oath : ¢ I do solemnly sweay (ov aflirm) thatT will support
the Constitution of the United States and the laws made in pur-
snance thereof, as the supreme law of the land, anythiang in the
Constitution and lowe of the State of Virginia, orin the crdinances
of the Convention which assembled ab Richmond on ths thirteenth
day of ¥cbruary, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, to the contrary
notwithstanding ; and that I will uphold and defend the government
of Virginia as restored by the Convention which assembled at
“Wheeling on the cleventh day of Juue, eightzen hundred and sixty-
one, and that T have not since the first day off January, eighteen
hundred and sixty-four, voluntarily given aid or aszistance, in any
way, to those in rebellion against the Government of the United
Htates for the purpose of promoting the same.” Any person falsely
s0 swearing shall be subject to the penalties of perjury. No person
shall hold any office nnder this Constitution who shall not have takea
and subscribed the oath aforesaid.””’

The amendment was debated at some length by Messrs. Beach and
Wing iu the afiirmative, and Messts, Watson and Downey in the
negative.

Mr, Warsox moved an adjournment, but the motion was not sus-
tained.

The ayes and nays being demanded on the adoption or rejection of
the smendment, they were recorded as follows :

Ayes-e-Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas,
Tennis, Webb, Wing---10.

HNuys-Messrs. Downey, Dix, Gover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson-7.
So the amendment was adopted.
Mr. Downey moved t3 lay on the table and have the substitute
printed in ity amended form.
The motion was lost.
On motion the Convention then adjourued until 10 o’clock, A. M.,
to-morrow, '
N,
Wepruspay, March 30th, 1864,
Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
Mr. Wine called up the resolution previously submitted, pro-
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viding for the appointment of a special committee to prepire an ad-
dress to the President of the United States on the subject of emanci-
pation and compeunsation, and asked that the ayesand nays be taken
on the subject. They were recorded ag follows :

Ayes-Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Boush, Dix, Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas,
Webb, “‘in,g--u.

fuys =-Mgssvs. Beach, Downey, Gover, Ienshaw, Hawshurst, Tennis, Wood---7.

So the resolution was adopted.

Mr. Wixa submitted an ordinance giving the Giovernor power to
remove certain officers for disloyalty and neglect of duty in certain
cases, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Dowsey submitted the following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That the Regport of the Committee on the Schedule be laid on the table and
printed.

On motion, the substitute for the Report of the Committee on the
Qualification of Voters was talen up for further consideration.

Mr. Warsox moved to amend the fourteenth line by inserting the
word ¢ encouragement’’ after the word ¢ given,”” and after the
word ‘¢ assistance,”” ot the end of the same line, the words, ‘‘or by
tonversation expressed sympathy.”’

The ayes and nays being demanded on the amendment, they were
recorded asfollows : .

Ayes---Messrs. Downey, Gover, Henshaw, Iawxhurst, Wood, Watson---G.

Nuys---Messrs. LeRoy G Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush, Dix, Moore, Peun, Stone,
lromas, Tennis, Webb, Wing-—-11.

S0 the amendment was lost.

Ilr. Dowyry submittel the following amendment:—¢“In the
seventh line, after the word ““vote,”” insert, ¢ but a citizen of the
Ynited States, who has previously been a qualified voter of this State,
and removed therefrom and returned; and who shall have resided in
the clection district, and shall have paid his taxes as aforesaid, shall
be entitled to vote atter residing in the State and county six months.””

The amendment was lost.

Mr. Dowxey then moved to amend by striking out the words, ¢ if
his right be challenged for alleged disloyalty.””

The ayes and nays being demanded, they werc recorded as follows:

Ayes—Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Downey, Dix, Gover,
Henshaw, Hawxhurst—9.

Nays—essrs. Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood—-8.

So the amendment was adopted.

Mr. Wazsox moved to amend by inserting at the ond of the first
paragraph the words, ‘‘and no person shall be clected as a member
-of the Legisluture, or as Goveruor or Licutenaunt Governor, or to
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any State officé, who has held office, either civil or military, 6r given
aid and comfort in any way, to the so-called Confederate States of
America.”’

The ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as fol-
lows:

Avyes-~Messrs. Downey, Gover, Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Wood, Watson—--6.

Ne, g---Messrs. LeRoy . Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush, Dix, Moore, P s
Thomas, Tenniz, Webb, Wing—11. ' ' ' ' » Hoore, Ponn, Stone,

So the amendment was lost.

Mr. Hawxnurst moved to amend by inserting the following at the
end of the first paragraph:

¢“ But no person shall vote or hold office under this Constitution
who has held office under the so-called Confederate government, or
under any rebellious State government, or who has been a member
of the so-called Confederate Congress, or a member of anv State
Legislature in rebellion against the authority of the United States,
excepting therefrom county officers.”

The ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded as follows :
-~ Ayes—Messrs. LeRoy G. Tdwards, (President,) Beach, Boush,” Downey, Dix, Gover
{Tenshaw, Hawxhurst, Penn, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood, Walson—15, ! !

Auys—>Messrs. Moore, Stono—2. )

So the amendment was adopted.

Mr. Epwarps, (President), moved to amend by inserting ‘after the
word ¢ perjury” the words, ““ but the Legislature shall have power
to pass an act or acts prescribing means by which persons who have
been disfranchised by this provision shall or may be restored to the
rights of voters when in their opinion it will be safe to do s0.”

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Wine moved the previous questiou, which motion was sus-
tained. .
he question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
substitute; the ayes and nays being demanded, they were recorded
as follows :

Ayes—Mesers. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President,) Beach, Boush, Downey, Dix, Gover,
Henshaw, Hawxhurst, Moore, Stone, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood—15. -~

Nays—Messrs, Penn, Watson—-2.

So the substitute was adopted.

Mr. Hawxnuzst then moved to amend the Report by inserting
after the word ‘‘him’’ in the fifth line, the words, ‘¢ after the
adoption of this Constitution.”

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Pexy moved to amend by inserting.after the word ¢ therein’’
the following : ¢ but citizens of this Btate, when in the military ser-
vice of the United States, shall be permitted to vote under such
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regulations as may be prescribed by the General Assembly, wherever
they may be stationed, the same as it they were within their respec-
tive cities, counties or districts.””

The amendment was adoptad.

Mr. Beacit moved to amend by striking out in the twenty-fifth line
the words, “‘at its first scssion alter the adoption of this Constitution,
and afterwards.”’

The amendment was adopted.

A motion to adjourn was made and lost.

Mr. Wixa moved to amend the last section by inserting at the end
of the same the words, ¢ for which the General Assembly shall
provide by law.”’

The amendment was adopted.

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
Report as amended, the ayes and nays being demanded, they were
recorded as follows :

Ayes—\essrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush, Downey, Dix, Gover, Hen-
shaw, Hawxliurst, Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas, Teunis, Webb, Wing, Wood—16.

Nays—Mr. Watson.

So the Report was adopted.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 10 o’clock, A. M.,
to-morrow.

———— (e e

Tuvnspay, March 81st, 1884
Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

The Prestoeyt announced the-following special committee to pre-
pare an address to the President of the United States on the subject
of emancipation and’compensation, in conformity with a resolution
previously adopted, viz :—Messrs. Wing, Webb, Boush, Penn, and
Henshaw. ‘

Mr. Downevy submitted the Report of the Committee on the
Schedule, but afterwards withdrew 1it.

Mr. Bracu moved a re-consideration of the vote adopting the Re-
port of the Committee on the Qualification of Voters. The motion
being sustained, he then moved to amend the fourth section by in-
serting after the word ‘“‘law,” the following words—¢¢ at its first
session after the adoption of this Convention, but until such pre-
vision shall have been made, votes shall be given as heretofore.””

The amendment was adopted, and the Report as amended re-
adopted.
Mr. Beacu submitted the following resolution, which was adopted :
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Resolred, That the Comittee on the Schedule e instrueted to prepare, also, ‘t\.s‘nhnhlo
preamble to the Constitution, and to report the whole Constitution, as amended, with pre—
a nble and Schedule printed, in a connected and complete form.

Mr. Weps moved the adoption of the first article of the old Constitn-
tion, with the words ‘‘as amended and’’ stricken out. The article,
.as amended, was adopted.

Mr. Wins also moved the adoption of the second article of the
old Constitution without amendment,  The article was so adopted.is,

Mr. Wixe called up the ordinance previously submitted, em-
powering the Governor to remove certain officers for disloyalty and
neglect of duty:

Mr. Hawxmurst moved to amend the ordinance by inserting the
following wo'ds at the end of the first paragraph :—¢ Provided,

; . X . ;
That this ordinance shall not affect any counties now organized.’

The amendment was accepted.

The ordinance was then withdrawn by consent of the Convention.

Mr. Dowxsy called up an ordinance previously submitted by him
providing for amendments to the Constitution by the General
Assembly.

The ayes and nays being demanded on the adoption or rejection of
the ordinance, they were recorded as follows :
Ayes-—--Messrs. Boush, Downev, Ilenshaw---3,

.Zv'u;/s<~~}lessrs. LeRoy G Bdwards, (President), Dix, Gover, Moore, Penn, Stone, Thomas,
Tennis, Webb, Wing, Wood, Watson.---12,

Bo the ordinance was rejected.
On motion the Convention took a récess until S o’clock.

B § [—

Arturxoox SessioN.- -The Convention re-assembled at 3 o’clock,
P, M.

In order to give the Committee on the Schedule time to Report,
on motion of

Mr. Wixa the Convention adjourned until Saturday next, at 12
o’clock, 1.

e Qo e

SaTrrpay, April 2nd, 1864.
Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.
The Presipent being absent, Mr. Wesn, of Norfolk, was called to
the chair.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Dowwer submitted the Report of the Committee on the
Schedule, which was adopted.
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~Mr. Lescnt submitted an ordinance providing for submitting the
Coustitution to a vote of the people for theiv vatification or vejection,
which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

An ordinance entitled ““an ordinance for the establishment of the
Restored (Government,”” was submitted and laid on the table and
ordered to be printed.

Ou motion the Convention adjour ncd until 2 o’clock, P. M., on
Monday next.

SIS, NS
‘Moxpay, April 4th, 1864,

Convention met at 2 o’clock, P. M.
"T'he minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
Mr. Wise moved to take up the ordinance providing for the

establishment of the State Government in counties as they may be
reclaimed.

"The motion was sustained.

Mr. Wixe moved to amend by transposing the words ¢ qualify
and give honds.”’

The amendment was adopted.

Mr. Warsox moved to amend the first line by inserting after the
word ¢ Commonwealth’” the words, ¢ rot now organized.”’

The amendment was accepted.

Mr. Wixa submitted the following as an additional section, which
was adopted:

Sze. 2. It shall be proper and legal for the voters of any county
where it shall be unsafe by reason of the presence of insurgent
troops to open a poll or polls to open the same in any other pmt o’
such county.

The ordinance was then adopted as amended,

Mr. Hawxuvrst submitted an ordinance relative to the remission
of taxes, which was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Warsoxy submitted tho following resolution, which was
adopted :

Resolved, That two hundred and fifty copics of the Journal of this Convention be printed
and placed in the hands of thie Secretury of the Commonwealth, whose duty it shall be to
furnish cach member of the Convention with five copies of the same,

On motion of Mr. Warsox the ordinance providing for submitting
the Constitution to a vote of the people, was taken up for considera-
tion.

The motion being re-considered, Mr. Warsox offered the following
rosolution :
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Jovsoleed, That the Constitution which may be ndopted by this Convention shall he sub-
mitted to the people for their ratification or rejection.
The resolution was debated at some length by Messrs. Watson and
Hawxhurst, in the affirmative, and Messrs. Penn and Wing in the
negative.

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
resolution, the ayes apd nays being demanded, they were recorded
as follows:

Ayre—>Messrs. Beach, Downey, Dix, Gover, Hawxhurst, Moore, Watson—7.

Aays—Yessrs, LeRoy G, Edwards, (President), Boush, Ishaw, Penn, Stone, Tenuis,
Thomas, Webb, Wing, Wood—10.,

So the resolution was lost.

Mr. Bousut submitted an ordinance relative to the repeal of all
laws relating to punishment by stripes, but afterwards withdrew it.

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o'clock, M., to-
MOITrow,

—_—— ) —
Trespay, April 5th, 1864.

Convention met at 12 o’clock, M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

Mr. Wixa submitted the following resolution :

JResolved, That five hundrcd copics of the Constitution as adopted by this Convention be
printed and placed in the hands of the Secretary of the (,‘()llllll()!l\\'t‘:\lﬂ.l’ whoseduty it <hall
e to furnish cach member with five copies of the xame; and that the Secretary of tha Con —
mounwealth, i_n conjunction with the Auditor of the State, shall have the priul‘ing done with
all possible dispatch.

Mr. Dowxry moved to amend by ordering the printing of one
thousand copies of the Constitution. The amendinent was ﬁcccp'tc(l
and the resolution as amended then adopted. ’

Mr. Pexy submitted the following resolution, which was adopted <

1{('.‘?011)/"{?, That the sum of fifty dollurs be, and the snmeis hevehy appropriated the Secrs
tary of this Convention for superintending the printing ot the Journal and the Constitution,

On motion the Convention adjourned until 12 o’clock, M., to-
T0TTOW, ’

——-—-—0.._.__
WebxNespay, April 6th, 1864,

Cfonvention met at 12 o’clock, M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read, corrected and ap-
proved. ‘ '

Mr. Wixe moved to take up and have recad in a connected form the
Constitution thus far adopted, after which a vote should be taken
upon its adoption as a whole, but afterwards withdrew it, and called
up the Report of the Committee on the Preamble.

" The same was rewd, after which, on motion of Mr. Wens, the See-
retary was authorized to £11 the blank in the same with the proper
date, after which it was adopted.
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Mr. Wing then moved the reading of the Constitution section by
section, which was lost.
Mr. Wixc then moved the reading of the Constitution, after which
vote should be taken upon its &doptmn or rejection as a whole,
The motion was concurred in.
On motion the Convention adjourned until 2} o’clock.
0»_.-_“

ArTERNOON Spssioy.—Convention convened at 2§ o’clock,

The Constitution was taken up for consideration.

Mre., Wixe moved a suspension of the rules in order that it might
be read a seeond time. =

The Constitution was so read, and its further consideration post-
poned until to-morrow.

On motion the Convention ¢ adjourncd until 10 o’clock, A. M., to-
IMOTTOW,

-~
&

e

Tuunspay, April Tth, 1864,

Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.
The minutes of the previous meeti 1; were read end approved.

Mr, Wixe moved that Mr, Gillis, eagrossing clerk, be requestad
to read the Constitu ’mon from the (,xwross@u copv of the same, The
motion was concurred in, and the reading proceeded with.

By consent of the Convention the first sentence of the secJW‘i Her
%ion of the Legislative Department was transposed and made 6 read
as fullows iv— “Thﬂ House of’ Delegates shall.consist of ‘not’ less dL an

cighty and ¢of’ not more than one hundred and four members,’

The reading of the Constitution having been completed,

Wr. Wire moved its adoption, and asked that the ayes and navs
might be called,
The motion was sustained, and the vote then recorded as follows :

Ajyes—Mesars, LeRoy G, Edwards, (President), Beach, Boush, Dix, (iu\"cr, Jlenshaw,
Penn, Stone, Thomas, Tennis, Webb, \Vu!g, Wood—13.

Nuys—Hessrs. Downey, Hawshurst, Moore, Watson-—4.
So the Constitution was adopted.

My, Wamson moved that the ordinance providing for submitting
the Constitution to a vote of the people for their ratification or re-
jection be taken up.

The motion was concurred in, and the ordinance read,

Mr., Wing moved. its indefinite postponement, but withdrew it.
Mr. Hexsaaw then submitted the following resolution :

Resolied, That the Constitution adopted by this Convention shail mlxe ef’ﬂ,cmm remain in
full force from and after the adjournment ot this Convention.

Pendmg7 the ’wnsndcmtxon of the resolution the Convention tock a
recess until 2 o’clock.
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Awrericoy Sesstox.—The Convention convened at 2 o clock.

The cousideratior of the ordinapnce providing for the submission

{ the Constitution to a vote of the people was resumed.

Mr. Warzox moved the previows question, which was sustained by
a vofe of ayes 8 nays 3.

On motion the Convention adjonrned until 10 o'clock, A, M., to-
Morrow

[FUSES o YU —
Fripay, April sth, 1864,

Convention met at 10 o’clock, A. M.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved,

The previous question having been moved and sustained at the
"1cv1ous meeting on the ordinance providing for the submission of

the (‘onsmtuhon to o vote of the people, the same was taken up as
the first business in order.

Mr. Bovst wmoved a reconsideration of the previous question,
which motion was sustained by a vote of ayes 8jnays 5.

The ordinance then being under consideration, it was discussed by
Messrs. Beach, Hawxhurst “and Boush in the aﬂum ative, and Messrs.
Wing, Penn and Edwards in the negative. _

Mr. Beact submitted the following amendment, to be inserted at
the end of the second section:

“The Commissioners and condueting  officers shall e duly
authorized to administer to each other and to voters all vaths and
affivmations made necessary at the taking of the poll hereby pro-
vided for, which might be adrmmstmod b\ Justices of the Peace,

and alsc to certify the same.’

The amendment was adopted.

The question then recurring on the adoption or rejection of the
ordinance, the ayes and nays bemo demanded, they were recorded
as follows:

Apyes—Messrs. Beach, Boush, Lowney, Gover, Hawxhurst—5,

Nuys—Messrs. LeRoy G. Edwards, (President), Henshaw, Penn, Stone, Thomas, Teunis’
Webh, Wing, Wood--0.

So the ordinance was lost.

Mr. Hexsmaw called up the resolution previcusly submitted by
him, viz :

Resolved, That the Constitution adoptéd by this Convention shall take etfect and remain
in full fores from and after the adjournment of this Convention.

Mr. DowyEey moved to amend the second line bV striking out the
word ¢ remain’’ and substituting the word ¢¢be.’

The amendment was accepted, and the resolution as amended,
then adopted.
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